Association of Israel Studies
Annual Conference, American University, Washinging.
“Visions and Divisions”
2001 Conference Abstracts

MONDAY - MAY 14
8:00 - 10:00pm - Board Meeting

TUESDAY - MAY 15
9:00 - 10:15 Registration
10:15- 11:45

Session 1A ISRAEL IN UNEXPLORED COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES
Organizer and Chaigames Ron

"When Ethnos and Demos Collide: Visions of Citizgpsn Israel and Germany”
Danny Levy, Department of Sociology, State University of Néark at Stony Brook
e-mail: dalevy@ms.cc.sunysb.edu

This paper explores the various ways in which eitghip debates have changed or reproduced
the balance between ethnic and civic forms of mafiself-understanding in the Federal Republic
of Germany and Israel. Both countries have desoaséd laws, awarding citizenship to those
who prove that they are of German or Jewish destenbntrast to most immigration studies
who spotlight the incorporation of out-groups (egn-national immigrants), this project focuses
on in-groups who are formally part of the natioatst(e.g. ethnic Germans, Jews from the former
Soviet Union). In both countries, the end of thédO&/'ar and its concomitant waves of
immigration have catapulted tensions between etbeniticularism and universalistic civic claims
to the forefront of political debates. Unlike coues$ with civic modes of incorporation and

strong assimilatory agents, nations with ethnoeealttraditions face a different set of problems
when confronted with a heterogeneous populatiorirTihstitutional and cultural mechanisms to
cope with heterogeneity are circumscribed by ettulral self-understandings. This has
frequently led scholars to place both countriea rgid dichotomy of ethnic (ius sanguinis) and
civic (ius soli) categories. Instead of presuppgsimat ethnic and civic are fixed and mutually
exclusive notions, | suggest that these categaregontingent on historical junctures, political
circumstances and different memory regimes.

"Israeli-Palestinian Truth and Reconciliation inmQuarative Perspective"
Eric Goldstein, Research Director, Human Rights Watch/Middle East
e-mail: goldsteinli@yahoo.com

“Strategies of State Control in Bosnia and Palestin
James Ron Departments of Sociology and Political Scieno&énd Hopkins University



e-mail: Jron@jhu.edu
Session 1B LAW AND GENDER
Organizer and ChaiPnina Lahav

Documentary: “Women of the Wall”
Faye Lederman Filmmaker

"Perspectives of the Religious Communities on @Ctike Public Prayer at the Wall"
Janet Dolgin, Professor of Law, Hofstra University

“The Litigation before Israel's High Court of JugtiConcerning the Women of the Wall”
Pnina Lahav, School of Law, Boston University
e-mail:plahav@acs.bu.edu

Session 1C GENDERED IDENTITIES: NATION, CONFLICTS, AND THE MIL ITARY
Organizer and Chai®©rly Lubin
Tel Aviv University, Department of Poetics andr@marative Literature
e-mail:lubin@post.tau.ac.il

“Cross-Dressing in the Israeli Military: Gender idigies among Women Soldiers in ‘Masculine’
Roles”

Orna Sasson-Levy Department of Sociology, Hebrew University ofusaiem & Center for the
Study of Jewish Life, Rutgers University

e-mail: orsasson@rci.rutgers.edu

"Feminism, Zionism and the Possibility of Subjeetiscourse: Reflections ofyeoredet
Esther Fuchs Judaic Studies, University of Arizona
e-mail:fuchs@u.arizona.edu

“Narratives of Gender and the Israeli-Palestiniamilict”
Uta Klein, Institut fir Soziologie, Universitat Minster
e-mail: uklein@uni-muenster.de

12:15 - 1:30 lunch

1:30 - 3:00

Plenary SessiolREFLECTIONS ON MIZRACHIYUT AND ETHNICITY IN ISRAEL

Chair: Ella Habiba Shohat, City University of Newark

Discussants: Aziza Kazzoom, UCLA, Ruth Tsoffar, msity of Michigan, Ella Habiba Shohat, City Unisiy of
New York

3:00 - 3:15 break



3:15-5:00

Session 2A  ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES TO MANDATE HISTORY I:
THE PROFESSIONS
Organizer and Chaltana Feldman

"Waterworks: Government Services, Provincial Higt®rand Local Conflicts in Mandate Gaza"
llana Feldman, Departments of Anthropology and History, Universif Michigan
feldmani@umich.edu

"Integrating Medical Histories into the History idfandate Palestine"

Sandy Sufian Department of Public Health and Preventive MediciOregon Health Sciences
University and Kaiser Center for Health Research

sufians@ohsu.edu

This paper will make a case for the integratiomefical history into the socio-cultural studies
of Mandatory Palestine. Although the paper willdson the ramifications of medical history for
achieving greater insight into the Zionist projebe methodological issues raised in this paper
can be applied to histories of Palestinian natisnalBritish colonialism and of the interaction
between these three parties during the Mandategénd indeed can be applied to other
historical periods as well). The paper will revidve sparse, extant literature on the subject and
submit several methodological questions that Helptrate the value of writing histories of
medicine and public health in Palestine. Thesetoresinclude: What can medicine, and disease
offer to an understanding the history of Mandatietane and the Zionist project? What is the
relationship between health and the fulfillmenttre Zionist endeavor, of nationalist movements
in general? How do public health measures reflestponents of the Zionist imagination and
help produce or legitimize Zionist ideological aa? How do interactions with the Palestinian
Arab community shape public health measures and wipact does the Zionist drainage project
have upon the Palestinian Arab population and upertopography of Palestine? Such questions
point to the function of medical history as notyalvaluable topic of inquiry alone, but also as a
new way of exploring the political, economic, demagghic, diplomatic and social themes in the
history of Mandatory Palestine.

The paper will not argue that health vike most important component in Zionist national
ideology nor the highest practical priority, eitheean organizational or financial sense.
Nonetheless, the author asserts that the catefbsadih plays a significant part in the
fulfillment of the Zionist project and in the trdosmation of Palestine, a point not fully
addressed in the secondary literature of the peridte paper will offer possible reasons why
medical history has been overlooked as an impontesthodological tool. It will then show how
medical histories provide nuanced ways of examilrigsh imperialism and the Zionist
colonization of Mandate Palestine through the eiwgdiexample of Zionist anti-malaria
activities during this time.



"Education and Ascendency under the Mandate: ThebEshment and
Engineering of Public Education in Palestine"

Jason Greenberg Anthropology Department, Temple University
sanford@temple.edu

"Managing Colonization: The Institutionalizationtbk Israeli Field of Professional Management
in a Context of Dual Colonialism"

Michal Frenkel, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Hebikémiversity of Jerusalem
frenkelm@post.tau.ac.il

The dominant paradigm in the historiography ofd$iraociety has viewed the British colonial
state and the Jewish organized community in Pakesis two distinct entities. This paper
examines the adoption of professional manageressaind practices in mandated Palestine as
part of the dual colonialist project, the Britishdathe Zionist. Postcolonial literature stresses th
centrality of colonial bureaucracies, Europearieysttexperts and professionals invading the
colonies in the diffusion and adoption of scieotdind rational thought and practices in the
colonized societies. As part of their “civilizingission”, the different social carriers of the
colonial project have sought to bequeath theires|their religious belief and their systems of
production and organization to the “primitive”, Vssge” societies under their rule. In that
dimension the case of Palestine was not diffeirean bther cases of colonization. Both the
British authorities and the Zionist organizatioeach for its own purposes but often in
collaboration — have attempted to implement in $tale advanced models of management and
bureaucratization such as Scientific Managementaehastrial Psychology, common in the US
and Western Europe at the time. The two colonialgys invited (mostly) American experts to
train agricultural and industrial managers and woskn these fields and were both applying
these models, although very partially, in instiing and organizations under their supervision.

Session 2B CULTURAL REPRESENTATIONS AND SIGNIFYING PRACTICES | N
ISRAEL
Organizer and ChaiNathan Brown

“The Unproblematic State of Palestine”
Nathan J. Brown, Department of Political Science, George Washindglaiversity
e-mail: Nathanbrown6@aol.com

“Deaf Discourse:’ The Social Construction of Deads in a Bedouin Community”
Shifra Kisch, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Tel Auniversity
e-mail: shifrak@post.tau.ac.il

“Silencing of Israeli-Jewish Teachers”
Pnina Peri, Levinsky Teachers Training College
e-mail:pnina.peri@verizon.net




“Education, Socialization, and Development of Na#ibldentity: The American Common
School and Israel Defense Forces in Transnatiogpctive”

Michael Perko

School of Education and Department of History, Laydniversity of Chicago

e-mail: mperko@luc.edu

Recent years have witnessed the burgeoning oftaginsal history, the comparative study of
common historical topics across regions, culturessicieties. Such a mode of inquiry offers
rich possibilities in the historical study of edtioa in dynamic young societies. American
educational historians have repeatedly pointedi@itone of the major purposes of common
schooling in nineteenth century America was theadiaation of immigrants in American life

and culture. Israeli authors have commented inlairfashion about education undertaken by
Zahal. However, little or not attempt has been en@dcompare and contrast the two experiences
in terms of dynamics and outcomes. This paperwtilize the approach of transnational history
to compare and contrast the purpose and developrhéme American common school in the
nineteenth century with the Israel Defense ForZabdl), especially its Education Division, as
an educational agency in the twentieth centunyiliziftg primary sources that include
documents, textbooks, and oral history intervieagswell as a wide array of secondary literature,
the paper will point out similarities and differ&scin the manner in which the socialization of
youth and immigrants into each society was camigidby these educational agencies, as well as
the manner in which each itself contributed tortraleable national identity

Session 2C ISRAELI FILMS AS RECENT HISTORY |
Organizer and Chair: Judd Ne’eman

"The National Space in Michel Khleifi’s film 'A Welihg in Galilee™
Nurith Gertz , Open University, Tel Aviv
e-mail :nuritgr@oumail.openu.ac.il

The film wedding in galilee (Michel Khleifi, 1986) replaces the narrow spadeadPalestinian
village in Israel by a larger imagined nationalspa At the same time the film redistributes the
same national space to create a polyphony of ntjnecices. Such cinematic exposition of the
Palestinian body politic in 1986 foreshadowed psses taking place intensively in the Palestinian
society during the last decade.

"America in Jerusalem: Reflections of the Amerit@age in Israeli Advertising in the 90's”
Anat First, School of Journalism and Communication, Netangad®mic College
e-mail:d_first@netvision.net.i&

Eli Avraham, School of Communication, Cinema and Culture, SApademic College
e-mail: eliav@mscc.huji.ac.il

"Boundaries of Palestinian Memory: Home and Exdentity and Disappearance in the New
Palestinian Cinema"

Haim Bresheeth

e-mail:yos-haim@internet-zahav.net




This paper concentrates on three new Palestirias firoduced in Israel recently, examining them
from a number of theoretical perspectives. Thedithosen aret948by Mohamad Bakri (Israel,
1998)Chronicle of a Disappearancédy Elia Suleiman (Europe and Palestine, 1996)@stdra

by Nizar Hassan (Israel, 1998). All films were puodd by Palestinians living in Israel, and deal
in different ways with the Palestinian experienoemory and history.

The article is using a number of theoretical appinea: The first is the concept of cinematic
Ethnotopia, or the cinematic gaze at the other wiscaware of itself, and of its objectifying

potential. The ethnographic content and framewdrthe three films are examined to determine
the ways in which they deal witSelf (Palestine) and tDer (Israel) and the representational
methods employed within them. Within this, the weramines the representation of the Israeli in
those films, which vary in their methods and meahpresenting and analyzing the Israeli. The
second approach used is an identification of tlweytlling elements in what are basically
documentary films about Palestine today. The exatiuin discovers the importance and centrality
of storytelling and oral history as referential teyss for Palestinian culture, and specifically,
cinema.

The third approach used is based on Freud’s wrdim@ylourning and Melancholia, and searches
for the melancholic elements within the film naivas and structure. This examination leads to a
broader discussion of the struggle between thectitoral and political narratives — Zionism and
the narrative of Palestine. It is found that then#st narrative has effaced, replaced, and erased,
first the reality of Palestine, then the memory argdory of it. In this context, the three filmsear
reviving the Palestinian memory and history, detgathe facts with Zionism and its military and
civil apparitions, and are trying to create a spicedebate and building of a new Palestinian
narrative. The article concludes with the assumptiwat this new arena of struggle, the cultural
arena, is crucial in order to move from the eaelyclusively-military struggle, further afield to
realm of cultural and civil confrontation, leadinig possible coexistence through a complex
transformation of the conflict.

5:00 - 5:15 break

5:15-7:00

Session 3A  PROSPECTS FOR ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN PEACE
Organizer and ChaiDaniel Lieberfeld

DiscussantHerbert C. Kelman, Department of Psychology, Harvard University
e-mail: hck@wijh.harvard.edu

“Sovereignty Belongs to God: The Missed Opportumtyhe Temple Mount Negotiations”
Jerome SegalSegal, Institute for Philosophy and Public Paglidyiversity of Maryland
e-mail:js37@umail.umd.edu

"Reconciliation and Coexistence between Arabs amdg.Jn Israel: Challenges and Possibilities”
Mohammed Abu Nimer, School of International Service, American Univigrs
e-mail:abunim@american.edu




"Prospects for a Palestinian-Israeli PermanenuStagreement”
Khalil Jahshan Vice President

American Arab Anti-Defamation Committee

e-mail: naaainc@erols.com

"Rabin's Strategic Vision at Oslo: What Remains?"
Daniel Lieberfeld, Department of Government and Legal Studies, BinvGollege
e-mail: dlieberf@bowdoin.edu

Session 3B POSTZIONISM AND THE CRITIQUE OF POWER
Organizer and Chair: Laurence J. Silberstein

"The Post-Zionist\ Neo-Zionist Pendulum in Israéd +resh Look"
llan Pappé, Department of Political Science, University ofitda
e-mail: pappe@poli.haifa.ac.il

This paper argues that the political and ideoldgiagegorizations based on party affiliation in
Israel do not expose the level and significancihefinternal strives in the Israeli Jewish society.
The paper offers three categorizations: neo-Zion@wst-Zionism and Classical Zionism and
sociological reifications that help to understalmel turrent debates in the county on the past, the
present and the future. It offers to see the gragpsoalitions of identities and interests thayvar

in their stability and importance. The paper tti@$ollow the vicissitudes of the three
interpretations to the Israel\Palestine realitydred/the academia and the elite and to assess who
and how within this cultural debate is relevant affdctive at present and may be so in the
future.

“Making Power Visible: Postzionism as Critique"
Laurence J. Silberstein Department of Religion Studies, Lehigh University
e-mail:ljs2@lehigh.edu

Most discussions of postzionism focus on the wdrthose who have been dubbed "new
historians" and "critical sociologists." In thisga, | argue that the most challenging critiquies o
Zionism actually come not from the writings of tmetorians and sociologists, but from a small
group of Israeli intellectuals who, informed by temporary critical theory, focus their critiques
on such neglected sites of power as spatial armeges, museums, art, ethnography, and
academic discourse. Rendering visible relatiorgowfer overlooked by most analysts of Israeli
society and culture., these intellectuals, whoravéhpreviously referred to as "postmodern
postzionists,” carry the critique of Zionist disceel beyond the point to which it has been taken
by the historians and sociologists. Applying thésed concept of the intellectual proposed by
such contemporary philosophers as Michel FouendtGilles Deleuze, | shall discuss the ways
in which these postmodern postzionist intellectpalse challenges to Zionism that have been
inadequately understood and addressed.



"Cannibal Ideology: The Body in Mizrahi Hebrew Lig¢ure”
Ruth Tsoffar, Department of Near Eastern Studies, Universityliwhigan
e-mail: rtsoffar@umich.edu

"Revisionisms: Post-Zionism Reconsidered"
Eran Kaplan, Department of Comparative History, Brandeis Ursitg
e-mail: ekaplan@brandeis.edu

Post Zionism, which has become over the last decade¢he dominant topics in the Israeli
intellectual discourse, opens deep wounds in tteelisconsciousness, and questions many of the
fundamental truths that Israeli culture and soceetybased on. The debate over Post Zionism in
Israel, however, is characterized by vitriol andbéions and lacks a critical, historical
perspective. In this paper | want to examine Eastism, as an Israeli version of the post-
modern criticism of Western culture, within the tex of Zionism’s internal debates. The paper
will argue that the Post Zionists — referred toeha&s a group of Israeli academics and
intellectuals who offer the most comprehenserésionof Zionist ideology while relying on
discursive and representational methodologies therérue intellectual and cultural heirs of the
Zionist Revisionists of the 1920s and 1930s who, munched a sweeping attack on the
philosophical basis of mainstream Zionism.

Post Zionism, as a post-modern critique, attengpthallenge Zionism’s accepted means
of representation, and undermine its self-percegm®the only and necessary expression of
Jewish history and culture. It seeks to challefigaism’s accepted means of representation, and
undermine its self-perception as the only and ressgexpression of Jewish history and culture,
and allow for the development of a discourse thaepts and legitimizes the other. Politically
(with regard to the Arab-Israeli conflict) the P@sbnists follow in the tradition of the anti-
Zionist, radical Left, and certainly their critiqo Israeli militarism could best be classified as
such. However, in examining their intellectual hwets and some of their cultural and social
solutions, it could be argued that the Post Zigraseé assuming today a similar role to the role
that Jabotinsky and the other ideologues of ZidR&tisionism assumed in the Zionist
intellectual field during the 1920s and 1930s -t tfdahe critics of Zionism as a product of the
Enlightenment and its intellectual and culturaldeg

The Revisionists called on the Zionist movemerdliandon the politics that are based on
(false) universal values and the belief in progréBsey wanted to lead Zionism to what
Jabotinsky described as “the other side of thed@racsphere free of the decaying influence of
rationalism, science and universal morality. Samiyl (though for very different political
reasons!) Post Zionists like Ophir, Azoulay andkinsew the turmoil and violence in Israel as
the legacy of the Enlightenment and its culturdliga and see their role as intellectuals to
deconstruct that legacy and create an alternatbedlectual and cultural environment in Israel.
Despite their differences, both the Revisionistthef30s and the modern-day Israeli revisionists,
have found themselves on similar sides in thelettglal and cultural arena - challenging
modernity as the sole model for the Zionist moveinaenl offering a critique that places power
as its main agent.



Session 3C EARLY ISRAELI-US RELATIONS
OrganizerZohar Segey Chair:Motti Golani, Discussant: Davi&Gordis

“The Place of the State of Israel in the WorldviefsAAmerican Zionists at the End of the Forties”
Zohar Segey Department of Jewish History, Haifa University
e-mail: zsegev@research.haifa.ac.il

“A Leader or an American Leader? Abba Hillel's Yisi the Land of Israel in the Winter and
Spring of 1947-8"

Motti Golani, Land of Israel Studies Department, Haifa Uniugrsi

e-mail: golani@research.haifa.ac.il

“Explaining the Culture Clash in Youth Aliyah to Agmcans”
Erica Simmons Department of Theory and Policy Studies, Uniugrsf Toronto
e-mail: erica.simmons@utoronto.ca

The American Jewish women's Zionist organizatioad&ssah, and Israel's Youth Aliyah
educational movement have had close ties sincé3B& agreement making Hadassah the sole
official representative of Youth Aliyah

in the United States. As the largest single novegamental financial contributor to Youth
Aliyah, the Hadassah organization has long expeciée kept informed about Youth Aliyah
programs and facilities. This paper will examinevitbe "culture clash" between Eastern and
Western immigrants to Israel in the 1950s, as e&peed in Youth Aliyah, was explained to the
American supporters of Hadassah.

From its inception in the pre-State era, the Yliiah educational movement was used as a
means of inculcating Zionist ideology in young imgnants. After 1948, Youth Aliyah was
regarded as the ideal instrument of immigrant etiolcand the means by which a child's
character, attitudes and goals could be shapec#d tine needs of the new state. In the 1950s,
Youth Aliyah took into its care many of the childref recent

Mizrahi (North African and Middle Eastern) immigita. While the parents were sometimes
described as "the generation of the desert" witle lhope of real assimilation into Israeli socjety
Youth Aliyah tried to make their

children into Israelis. This meant not only remaychildren from their families but trying to
erase all vestiges of their distinct cultural atithee identity. Youth Aliyah policy in the 1950s
must be understood within the context of growirgy$eof the "Orientalization” or
"Levantization" of Israeli society if the Mizrahmmigrants were not successfully Westernized.

Through an analysis of bureaucratic correspondefmeth Aliyah and Hadassah in-house
studies and surveys, psychologists' reports andypabcuments | will analyze how Youth
Aliyah's mandate and programs were

explained and promoted to the North American suggpeof the Hadassah Organization whose
donations represented a major portion of the Y@liyah budget. This material shows that the



Youth Aliyah organization made a concerted effortarce the assimilation of immigrant
children and conscript them to the Zionist pionegthos. My comparative analysis of
Hadassah publicity documents and Youth Aliyah comigations will show how

Hadassah bureaucrats discussed the culture cléisim Wouth Aliyah and how, in turn, they
presented this issue to their supporters.

“American Jews as Linkage Actors in Relations betwthe United States and Israel, 1956 -
1966”

Etta Bick, Department of Political Science, College of Juded Samaria of Bar llan University
e-mail:bick@etzion.org.ll

3D GRADUATE STUDENT MEETING : Dissertation and Grant Proposals
Organizer and Chair: Nadav Shelef, University afifGrnia, Berkeley
e-mail:shelef@uclink4.berkeley.edu

7:00 - 8:00 Dinner

8:00 - 10: 00 Keynote Address:
Ambassador Dennis Ross, Special Middle East Coorditor

WEDNESDAY - MAY 16
8:00 - 9:00 Registration
9:00 - 10:30

Session 4A THE AL-AKSA INTIFADA: ORIGINS, DYNAMICS, AND
SIGNIFICANCE
Organizer and Chailan Dowty

"The Al-Agsa Intifada”

Alan Dowty, Department of Government and International Stydiiversity of Notre Dame
Alan.K.Dowty.1@nd.edu

& Michelle Gawerc, Kroc Institute for International Peace Studiesvdrsity of Notre Dame
e-mail:gawerc.1@nd.edu

"Fallen Pillars: Explaining the Setback for Middtast Conflict Resolution”

Aharon Klieman, Department of Political Science, Tel Aviv Univigys% University of
Michigan

e-mail: aklieman@umich.edu




"Ethno-Religious Relations and Policy Making: Idr&eabs in the Al-Agsa Intifada”
Daphne Tsimhoni University of Hartford/Hartford Seminary
e-mail: Tsimhoni@HartSem.edu

The October 2001 riots in Israel (Al-Agsa Intitfademonstrated the rise of a new Islamic
centered Arab ethnicity that is taking pace adehding political force among the Arabs in
Israel. Its spokespersons openly express theiatlehlsrael's right to be the nation state of the
Jewish people, even a demaocratic liberal one.

The paper will discuss the role of this new trethe, changing ethno religious relations within the
Arab minority and the government attitudes towdeht as a major cause for Al- Agsa Intifada:

1. The demographic expansion of the Muslim majorityoamthe Arabs in Israel versus the
decline of Christians and the Druze. The rise eflflamic movement among the Muslims in
Israel on the background of their being the mogtigted group in Israeli society.

2. The breaking down of the delicate balance betweeasliis, Christians and Druze as
enhanced by the government's mishandling of theoatkligious relations as demonstrated in
the Muslim-Christian controversy of 1999-2000 inzileeth. The Nazareth affair as well as
the mode in which Israel retreated from South Lelbaiormed milestones in the weakening
of the Christian and Druze position and sense @irgly and their growing dependence on
the Muslim Arab environment.

3. The rising force of Jewish religious parties fasid foremost Shas and its denial of Israel's
secular Zionist identity. Shas party has becomedlgemodel for the Arab parties in both
agenda and lines of activity. The party's encoemagnt of the veneration of Jewish holy
tombs that have been in certain cases expropriegiedMuslims further enhances Muslim
religious extremism in the state.

"What Went Wrong With the Peace Process?"
Jerome Slater Department of Political Science, SUNY/Buffalo
e-mail: jnslater@acsu.buffalo.edu

The failure of the Camp David summit in Septeml@#@and the subsequent Palestinian-Israeli
violence has been widely attributed to the unrealtenposition taken by Yasir Arafat and the
Palestinian Authority. Although this view contasito dominate public discourse in the United
States, in informed Israeli circles it has giveryw@a much more critical view of Barak's
policies and understanding of the reasons for #iedfinian position. There is now increasing
recognition that Barak's proposals on Jerusalenoarttie settlements would have left the
Palestinians with a non-viable state, economicalbjitically, and psychologically--even Israeli
centrists increasingly use the term "Bantustansletxribe the situation.

Clinton's uncritical acceptance of Barak's posittontributed to the breakdown at Camp David
and the subsequent violence, for it removed ang &inPAmerican pressure--pressure that might
well have been successful--for a more forthcomsngdli response.



Session 4B REPRESENTING INDEPENDENCE
Organizer and ChaiRebecca Kook

"Imagining Independence in the Palestinian Schawti@ulum”
Issam Nassar The Institute of Jerusalem Studies, Jerusalem
e-mail:issamn@palnet.com

“Celebrating Independence: Lighting the Torchese@amy as a Map of the Nation”
Rebecca Kook Department of Politics and Government, Ben Gubimiversity of the Negev
e-mail: bkook@bgumail.bgu.ac.il

“Tkumah Towards a Post Zionist Television?”
llan Pappé, Department of Political Science, Haifa University
e-mail: pappe@poli.haifa.ac.il

This paper examines Tkumabh, the Israeli TV senepared for the country's jubilee, as a 'post-
Zionist' show. It focuses on the chapters deaklith the formative years in the country's history.
The paper deconstructs these chapters by expdsrgatance between the dominant Zionist
narrative and the challenging post-Zionist viewhighlights particularly the perception and
image of the other as it is broadcasted througméneation, the footage, the techniques and
general direction of the show.

"Independence? Personal Freedom and Civic Spaceglsi@eli Palestinians”
Tania Forte, Department of Behavioral Sciences, Ben Gurionveksity of the Negev

e-mail: tforte@bgumail.bgu.ac.il

Session 4C COLLECTIVE MEMORY AND COMMEMORATION |
Organizer and ChaiWered Vinitzky-Seroussi

“The Reconfiguration of Space and Time in Israghi@ Wake of the 1967 War: A Comparison
of Jerusalem, Hebron, and the Sinai”

Gershon Shafir, Department of Sociology, University of Californsan Diego
gshafir@ucsd.edu

“Historiography and Post-Nationalism: The Telewisi®eriesTkumaand the Identity Crisis in
Israel”

Eran Fisher, Department of Sociology, New School for Sociat&ech

e-mail:fishel92 @newschool.edu

“Tel Aviv's Rothschild: When a Boulevard Becomesanument”
Barbara Mann, Near Eastern Studies Department, Princeton Usityer
e-mail:bmann@princeton.edu

My paper addresses the relation between place antbony in Tel Aviv. Drawing on



representations of the city, and reading the ¢#gifi as a text, | probe the degree to which Tel
Aviv’s relatively shallow roots — its ostensiblekaof memory -- has shaped both imagined
versions of the city as well as actual elemenissgshysical plane.

According to urban landscape historian Dolores teaydthe production of spaces begins as
soon as indigenous residents located themseheganticular landscape and being the search for
subsistence. (1) The production of stories expigithese spaces begins just as quickly. The
establishment of Tel Aviv in 1909 was part of adamental revolution in modern Jewish culture
and society regarding notions of space and teyritdihe idea of “the first Hebrew city” was
widely conceived and represented in literature @hdr forms of artistic expression. This
imagined city, however, was often only tangentia#liated to the actual city as it grew and
expanded. Therefore, in addition to examples fnavels, poetry, guidebooks, postcards and
painting, my papers treats the city itself as alloh“text,” whose public spaces, street names and
memorial sites may be read as a more materialoreddithe city’s narrative of self. The
inscription of history on the plane of the citynisither self-evident, nor predictable, even in
explicitly historical sites such as musuems andunwents. However, certain potentially
collective memories may be associated with a ciiyisjue geographic features -- a river or the
seashore -- or with constructed sites also paatidol that city -- a park, a landmark building,
even a main thoroughfare. New York’s Hudson RieeBerlin’'s Unter den Linden, and Tel
Aviv's Rothschild Boulevard are all examples ofdety regulated public sites which have
become thoroughly emmeshed in the main themesofdhies’ pasts, and they are featured as
such in cultural representations of the city. ® weeking to describe the city may draw on these
sites as part of a larger reservoir of images whadm mythic in their ability to encapsulate the
city’s essence. The repeated evocation of sudle arhether in literature, fine arts, or in

touristic depictions of the city, furthers the Stemonumental character, often without any
relation to the site’s actual history, or its conp®rary significance within the city. These texts
however, should be examined just as criticallyh&s‘tokens and hieroglyphs” of the city’s
streets, those “gaps in its very plan and phys$arah, its local monuments and celebrations,
which remain as traces and ruins of their formérese’(2) A careful reading of canonical
images of the site, as well as the site itselfasids the evolving plane of the city, will revebkt
process through which the site has become instadtia the city’s collective memory.

In his critique of the Blue Guide, Roland Barthesas that “to select only monuments
suppresses at one stroke the reality of the lamtiflzat of its people, it accounts for nothing of
the present, that is, nothing historical.”(3) histpaper | seek to inject some aspect of the
"historical" into a reading of Tel Aviv’'s pre-urbanucleus — Achusat Bayit -- especially
Rothschild Boulevard. The concepts of the “monutthand the “boulevard” provide poles
around which | construct a provisional descrippeetics of the city -- the monument referring to
the grand narrative of Tel Aviv’s origins, the bewdrd referring to the revelation of difference
and quotidian detail.

“Dry Bones and Broken Bones: Archeological HistesyHaredi Memory”
Michael Feige Ben-Gurion Research Center and Ben-Gurion Unityen$ the Negev
e-mail: msfeige@bgumail.bgu.ac.il




The paper analyses, from historical and socioldgieespectives, the conflict between the
Haredim and Israeli archaeologists regarding tloraeations at the City of David in Jerusalem
during the early eighties. Due to the pivotal stastiarchaeology in the Israeli nation-building
project, the Haredi challenge was understood aseattto the hegemonic narrative, coming from
a group that has claims on the truthful represemtatf the Jewish past. A comparative
examination with other similar conflicts regarditig right to possess and interpret cultural
heritage shows the uniqueness of the Israeli ckise claimed that the very fact that the two
conflicting sides are of the same nationality ertifore contest the right of holding the title loé t
true “native people” -- intensifies the conflicuch an analysis suggests a new perspective
regarding the role of memory and history in thestarction of communal rights, native identities
and images of authenticity in Israeli society.

10:30 - 10:45 break
10:45 - 12:30

Session 5A ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES TO MANDATE HISTORY I :
THE ROADS NOT TAKEN
OrganizerAviva Halamish, Chair:Ylana Miller

“From Eastern Europe to the Middle East: The RalensZionist Policy Vis-a-vis Jews of
Islamic Countries”

Esther Meir-Glitzenstein, Department of History, Ben-Gurion University betNegev
esmeir@bgumail.bgu.ac.il

It was during World War 1l that the Zionist movenh@m Palestine first developed a significant
commitment to the Jews in Islamic countries. Utiitdn Zionist activity had focused on Europe,
chiefly the large Jewish population centers in &asEurope. The Zionist movement had its
sources of strength there, and it was from theaertiost of the immigrants to Palestine came. In
contrast, in the 1950s Jews from Islamic coungi@ounted for more than half of all immigrants
to Israel. By the end of the first decade of the&of Israel, the demographic balance had been
tipped, and they accounted for slightly more thalf the population.

The factors that motivated the establishment togoaver the Jews of Islamic countries and the
connection between these factors and the posifitmedvizrahim in the geographical, economic,
social, and cultural periphery of Israeli socievl been mentioned or discussed in many
studies. The standard Zionist explanation giverttierhuge wave of immigration is that Israel
needed people to work in industry and agriculttoesontribute to the war effort, and to settle
territories that it had captured. This explanatioes not answer the question of whether the
Zionist establishment intended to distribute resesy and especially work, to the Jewish
immigrants on a cultural or ethnic basis. In stadienducted in the first decades of the state, it
was customary to link the low socioeconomic stafukie Mizrahim in Israel with their pre-
immigration demographic traits and educationalstias and to explain their condition in terms
of their difficulty adjusting to a modern socie®ther studies claim that the Mizrahim were
brought over not just because of the need for meople but chiefly because Israel needed



cheap labor, which the Mizrahim supplied even befoe establishment of the state.

It should be noted that all these explanationdased not on empirical research into immigration
policy but on hypotheses proposed in the courses®arch studies on the absorption of
immigrants from Islamic countries in Israel. Théagpotheses are extrapolations from the
absorption policy to Israeli immigration policy.

In this paper | seek to focus on two main issuelsawN¥actors were behind the change in the
Zionist establishment’s policy regarding the imnaigwn of the Jews from Islamic countries?
What was the significance of the change, what as€astivity did it encompass, and to what
extent and in what areas of activity was the chaikgéy to affect the policy governing the
absorption of Jews from Islamic countries in th&d®and 1960s?

The discussion of these issues will focus on thee'®lillion Plan” presented by Ben-Gurion in
1943-1944, which explicitly proclaimed the immigoat of one million Jews from Europe and
Islamic countries to be a central Zionist objectiVkis declaration was a manifestation of the
reversal in Zionist policy vis-a vis the Jews d&imic countries; for the first time, they were
considered potential candidates for immediate innatign and for Zionist activity that would
prepare, encourage, and train them to immigratse@®an the Zionist establishment’s
discussions of the One Million Plan, we will attentgpdiscern how the Zionist leaders perceived
the Jews of Islamic countries and to understangbldnes that they drew up for their immigration
and absorption a few years before events madesdilple for these plans to have an effect on
actual absorption.

In this paper the issue will be explored as it pasceived at the time, based on archive sources
that document discussions in leadership institstipoiblic statements and remarks in
international forums, and the operative policy stemmed from the plan.

“Bi-Nationalism in the Ideology and Praxis of Hagber Ha-Tza'ir: A Case of Optical Illlusion”
Aviva Halamish, Department of History, Open University, Tel Aviv
e-mail: avivaha@oumail.openu.ac.il

The paper probes the double axiom maintained imigteriography of Mandatory Palestine, i.e.,
that ha-Shomer ha-Tzai'r was the main and moststens political force in the Yishuv (pre-state
Jewish community in Palestine) advocating and ptorgdArab-Jewish bi-nationalism, and that
bi-nationalism was a central pillar of the moven®mteology and praxis.

The first part of the paper is a concise survelyasShomer ha-Tza'ir's version of bi-nationalism
from the time the phrase was first integrated theomovement's platform (1933) up to its public
abandonment on the eve of

the foundation of the state of Israel. It will edahte on the movement's stands and activities
regarding relations between Jews and Arabs inatherimarket ("Irgun Meshutaf"); the bi-
national alternative it presented

against the Peel partition plan (1937) and thergite program (1942); the movement's



involvement in bi-nationalist organizations in tt@40's; and finally its reaction to the Soviet
Union's support of the UNSCOP patrtition plan.

The second part of the paper raises the clainthieadouble axiom presented above is partially a
matter of optical illusion. As a matter of factrimtionalism was of minor importance in the
ideology and praxis of ha-Shomer ha-Tza'ir. The emoent's order of priorities was clearly stated
in its triple slogan “For Zionism, Socialism ane tBrotherhood among Nations". The joint
Arab-Jewish workers organization was aimed at ptotg the Jewish worker from the inherent
advantages of his Arab competitor, and all alongationalism was phrased so it does not
contradict the main and agreed upon purpose ofighon creating a Jewish majority in Palestine.
Ha-Shomer ha-Tza'ir never compromised on the isdewish immigration to Palestine.

The third and final part of the paper will dwellampthe causes of the optical illusion, rooted both
in the movement's explicit attempts and implicib&eor, and in some basic features of the early
historiography of Zionism and the Yishuv, such tigkaiting importance to ideology over and
above praxis; over-estimation of verbal expressibile ignoring actual activity; taking

rhetorical declarations, both oral and written, etthivere introduced for political and educational
purposes, at face value; and insufficient distorcthetween general decisions taken in the open
institutions of the movement and those arrivededind-closed-doors discussions and by the
executive forums of the movement.

“A Democratic Critique of the Mandate”
Lawrence Davidson Department of History, West Chester University
e-mail:ldavidson@wcupa.edu

In the late 1920s and 1930s a number of US consffiarals in Jerusalem critiqued the British
and Zionist policies in Mandate Palestine usingdéghocratic principles as their touchstones.
They came to the conclusion that the problems ¢attie British, Jews, and Arabs could be
solved by restructuring the Mandate governmentghonre democratic lines and asserted that
such restructuring would bring government policyPalestine more in line with the intent of the
League of Nations Covenant. These ideas were puafd to the State Department in
Washington. They were rejected, and the diplomwatsied to keep their opinions to themselves.
While this effort on the part of middle level U$ttimats was futile, it is an interesting platform
from which to compare British and Zionist policegainst those professed by both the US and
the League Covenant. It leads us to a soberingideration of democratic ideals on the one
hand, and the harsh realities of imperial, natioaatl ideological interests on the other.

“Historical Institutionalism: A Fresh Perspectioe the Pre-State Women’s Movement”
Leah Simmons Levin Department of Political Science, York University
e-mail:Isimmons@yorku.ca

The period of the British Mandate in Palestine lbeesn viewed by scholars as central to
understanding the development of the independeaé 8f Israel. While scholars disagree over
the particular dynamics which



typified the functioning of the self-governing JeWistructure of the British Mandate, both non-
feminist and feminist analyses alike have been lenabaccurately account for the involvement
of women in Mandate politics. In the first casack of historical knowledge about women=s
political activity in the Yishuv, and a preoccupatiwith dominant parties and their involvement
in the state-building processes has meant thafemimist analyses cannot view women,
concentrated as they were in marginal politicaboigations,

as an important political force. In the case ofif@st analyses, faulty assumptions about the
nature of the non-labour Zionist women’ s organdes of the time have prevented feminist
scholars from viewing the pre-state Women'’s LigtBiCh were elected to all four of the pre-state
Representative Assemblies) as an important stageimnen’s attempt to achieve political
representation.

An effective theoretical and methodological perspecllowing women’s political activity in
the Mandate to be incorporated into broader palitmalyses of Mandate politics is historical
institutionalism. Historical institutionalism emaéizes the importance of institutions in
structuring political choices and decisions, wia@iding the pitfalls of institutional
determinism. It avoids explaining historical deghents by recourse to single-cause
explanations, and it approaches history with angtigelief in historical contingency. In addition,
historical institutionalism rejects the notion tipatitical actors always make

decisions which maximize their self-interest. tHligcal institutionalism thus provides a broad
basis for historical analysis and facilitates a pamtive component to political history. Viewed
through the lens of historical institutionalism, wen’s political activism in Mandate Palestine
can be understood in the context of both the womer@dvement of the time, as well as the
evolution of the Mandate polity.

Session 5B ISRAELI FILMS AS RECENT HISTORY I
Organizer and Chaigudd Ne’eman

“Mr. Gramsci Talks with Mr. Mani”

Judd Ne’eman Department of Film & Television, Tel Aviv Univetg
e-mail:neema@post.tau.ac.il

My paper deals with the emergence in Israel ofvawversion of the question of the language. Ram
Loevy’s television adaptation of A. B. YehoshuatvelMr. Mani creates in his film a polyphony
of spoken dialogue from five languages that westrimental or detrimental in the revival of the
Hebrew language. | base my observation on the dilptay with languages on Gramsci's 1930s
famous expositiofl Questionne della Linguasramsci wrote that “every time the question &f th
language surfaces, in one way or another, it me@isa series of other problems are coming to
the fore: the formation and enlargement of the guwg class, the need to establish more intimate
and secure relationships between the governingpgrand the national popular mass, in other
wordsto reorganize the cultural hegemony.” (my bolding, J. N.). In my reading of the tels\n
mini-seriesMr. Mani, | do not relate Gramsci’s reorganizing of thetudl hegemony to the
widely debated issue of multi-culturalism. | sugigihat this issue is being used as guise for the
more disturbing question foregrounded by the fittine rise and fall of the Zionist male body” that
had been painstakingly forged from the ashes oflévash diasporic body. In other words, the




film weighs the disruption boundaries of the madelypagainst the disruption of the boundaries of
the national body.

“Prohibited Landscape: History & Myth of Borderslgraeli Cinema”
Anat Zanger, Department of Film & Television, Tel-Aviv Univetg
E-mail: zanger@post.tau.ac.il

Confronting the invisible landscape which locagéibd the fence, sometimes across the street or
behind the hill, the camera records territoriatders in Israeli Films such aderusalem(Perlov,
1963) Halffon Hill Doesn’'t Answer (Dayan, 1976).The House(Gittai ,1983),Ricochets(
Cohen,1986) antihe BorderRovner ,2000) exemplify various distances betwie border and
the camera’ lens along the conflict axis betweenelsand its neighbors.

However, the camera explores not only the changiagence of the border landscape but also the
gap between border as a physical entity andcagaitive notion. Roland Barthes wrote that the
gaze might be interpreted in three complementarysw@) in terms of information (the gaze
informs) , (b)in terms of relations (gaze are exge ), and (c)in terms of possession ( by the
gaze |l touch, | attain, | seize, | am seized). tBatgaze seeks :something, someone. It is anasxio
sign: singular dynamics for a sign: its power ok it. (Barthes, 1977).

In this paper | would like to trace the gaze of thenera on Israeli borders as “anxious sign” that
records the obsessions, moods and neuroses atoytswtiscapes of borders.

“Mr. Mani: The Second Talk’ in the A.B. Yehoshuail and the Ram Loevy’s Television
Mini-series”

Michal Friedman, Department of Film & Television, Tel Aviv Univetg

email: friedman@post.tau.ac.il

The second talk in A.B. Yehoshua “Mr. Mani” is sttured — like the other talks in the novel — as
one-sided dialogue in which only one voice is hedktly paper will examine the way in which
filmmaker Ram Loevy uses the television mediumroheo to achieve the impossible: to transform
the one-sided dialogue from a literary phenomepamtastonishing visual celebration.

Session 5C COLLECTIVE MEMORY AND COMMEMORATION I
OrganizerVered Vinitzky-Seroussj Chair:Gershon Shafir

“From Shore to Shore: Conjuring the Nation in Clestthe Immigration Museums”
Tamar Katriel , Dept. of Communication and Education, Haifa Ursity
e-mail: tamark@construct.haifa.ac.il

An ethnographic study of the verbal and visual @spntational practices employed in two
heritage museums that thematize the history of¢hwash struggle for immigration in defiance
of British policies during pre-state years (1934180 "ha'apala,” reveals a story that interweaves



Holocaust and Zionist themes, providing an arendhfe re-negotiation of notions of agency and
passivity, heroism and victimhood, struggle andvisal, as well as issues of continuity and
exceptionalism in Jewish history. The museums coasa somewhat multivocal and ambivalent
version of the story of "the ingathering of the 3éwvhose underlying idiom of legitimation
nevertheless reconfirms the focal place of the lafndrael in Jewish life. | will attend to how the
stories that these museums present relate to cigaagitudes towards the Holocaust in Israeli
cultural conversation, and to the ways in whichithages of

Israeli nationhood they conjure overlook the Paléest minority in Israel by excluding its own
perspective on the same events and by mystifyiagdticiopolitical struggles that animated them.
I will also point to some tentative moves by museuarsonnel and visitors involve a re-
negotiation of central aspects of the museumgiaffnarrative.

“From Agent of National Memory to Local Mnemonic @munity: Memorial Ceremonies and
Schools in Israeli Society”

Edna Lomsky-Feder, School of Education, Hebrew University of Jerasal
msednal@mscc.huji.ac.il

“Commemorating Narratives of Violence: The YitzHR&bin Memorial Day

In Israeli Schools”

Vered Vinitzky-Seroussi Department of Sociology & Anthropology and Inst# of
Criminology, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

msvini@mscc.huji.ac.il

“Sanctifying the Chosen Body: Commemoration andéctive ldentity”

Meira Weiss, Department of Sociology and Anthropology & Gen8ardies, Lafer Center,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

e-mail: msmeira@pluto.mscc.huji.ac.il

12:30 - 1:30 business session and lunch

1:30 - 3:00

Plenary session:

THE CRISIS OF THE PEACE PROCESS

Chair, lan Lustick, University of Pennsylvania
Participants: Shibley Telhami, University of Manyth
Sara Roy, Harvard University

lan Lustick, University of Pennsylvania

Lev Grinberg, Ben Gurion University

3:00 - 3:15 break
3:15-5:00
Session 6A IDENTITY AND TERRITORIAL PRACTICES



Organizer and ChaiAziza Kazzoom

"The Oriental Within"

Aziza Khazzoom Department of Sociology, UCLA
e-mail:khazzoom@soc.ucla.edu

"External and Internal Frontiers as the Site of@oastruction of Mizrahi Identity"
Gil Eyal, Department of Sociology, University of CalifornBerkeley

e-mail: eyalg@socrates.berkeley.edu

Shohat (1997) has argued that Mizrahi Jews weretg¢he border settlements in the 1950’s
because they were Mizrahi, i.e. as part of a gésaategy of “divide and conquer” which was
meant to distance them from Arabs and create fiestibetween the two groups. This paper
attempts to explore the opposite argument, nanhelyMizrahi Jews became “Mizrahi” because
they were sent to the border settlements, or neeifscally because they inhabited a frontier
area, both along the borders and within the mixeelsc where Arabs and Jews co-mingled.
Using historical accounts, this paper seeks to shawjust as the Zionist leadership engaged in
the early 50’s in the project of separating Jews Arabs (by drawing and protecting sovereign
borders, and by requiring Arabs in the mixed cit@soncentrate in distinct enclaves), it merely
set in motion processes (of internal migration)ahhurned the neat borders and separations into
external and internal frontiers, areas symbolicaltg physically distanced from central authority.
The category of “Mizrahi”, while it obviously preated the formation of the state, became a
means of making sense, domesticating and contgdttia frontier experience and the threat it
posed to the Zionist project. But just as it emdrge a form of “subjection”, Mizrahi identity

also became a point of resistance, and tellinglyas formulated as such on the basis of the
frontier experience, in Wadi Salib where Jews cdbdtwith the remnants of Haifa’s Arabs, and
in Musrara, along the no-man’s-land separatinglenkéhg Jews and Arabs in pre-1967
Jerusalem.

“Work, Land: The Story of Palestinian Work Immigtain the Age of Oslo"
Meirav Aharon, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Tel Winiversity
e-mail: meiravah@post.tau.ac.il

This paper examines the life experience of Palestiwork immigrants in Israel at the post Oslo
agreement era. Fieldwork was conducted (1999-2@6@)ng illegal Palestinian work immigrants,
lodging in Jaffa, most of which are second genenabf 48’ refugees to Gaza.

| propose an understanding of Palestinian work ignarits as hybrid “border people” whom are
left homeless by their transition experience.

Their passage hyphenates Gaza — Tel Aviv — Jaffacanstitutes them as a “third space”. The
ethnographic core of this paper focuses on theskuailen work immigrants' encounters with
members of various groups at each one of theseglagth the Jewish-Israelis in Tel Aviv, with
their fellow Palestinians in Jaffa, and with theioas sections of the Palestinian society in Gaza.



The first scen® “Being in Jaffa”, marks thencounter between fellow Palestinians from both
sides of the Green Line, yet at this proadifference is being constructed. The Palestinian Israeli
citizens engage in oriental practices that contdrBalestinian work immigrants as a separate and
subordinate object. In the second scene, “BeinBeinAviv”, a scene that marks the Palestinian
work immigrants’ encounter with the Jews, the aral@ice of the “border people” is exposed. Tel
Aviv is the stronghold of the colonizer and at ##ne time it is the only place where you can
“taste life”. Two main events shape the third scéBeing in Gaza”: the establishment of borders
and barriers and the establishment of the Palastmational authority — both consequences of the
Oslo agreement. In this part, | argue that my latertors ask to deconstruct the border from its
dichotomic power. The ambivalent attitude towat#s“border” creates the demand of the “border
people”: a call for “dialectical reorganization"a-state without borders. This hybrid demand is a
threat to both the Israeli and Palestinian natistetes.

Session 6B CONTESTED VISIONS OF ISRAELI NATIONHOOQOD |
Organizer and ChaiMike Aronoff

“Exiled in the Homeland”
Donna Divine, Department of Government, Smith College
e-mail: DRDIVINE@email.smith.edu

No idea is more fundamental to the Zionist sensmision than the in-gathering of the Jews in
the land of Israel and the ending of their exiReflecting this view, Zionist historiography
constructs a master narrative which describes theement of Jews from Europe to Palestine
during the period of British rule as leaving Exdled coming Home. But if immigrating to
Palestine constituted a fulfillment of the homecoagnimission, Zionist discourse in Palestine
continued to focus far more on often on displaceraad exile than on belonging and home. My
paper deconstructs the political contexts of tissalrse and suggests the disparate ways in
which the notion of exile functioned in Yishuv gals. It also raises fundamental questions
about conventional Zionist histories which follomettrajectory of Zionist rhetoric rather than the
actual by-ways of the state

"From the Jewish People to the Jewish People(s3tiRe Deprivation, Optimal Differentiation
and Ethnic Politics in Israel”

Stacey Philbrick, Department of Political Science, University ohRsylvania

e-mail: sphilbri@sas.upenn.edu

“Nationality Enclaved: 'Peace Watch’ in Rabin Scgia
Irit Dekel , Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Tel Auniversity
e-mail:itayirit@yahoo.com

Visions of collective identity are commonly usedsnael since the assassination of
Prime Minister Rabin. An example of a group thegstto define itself by collectivity symbols are
“The Peace and Democracy Watch November 4 1995egaigs, held in Rabin Square, Tel Aviv,

& | have chosen this term to emphasize than theusrers discussed here occur in bounded time aaksp



every Friday Afternoon for more than five yearseTBatherings involve sing-along of Israeli
songs and speeches that deal with remembrances ohtinder and protest against the political
situation in Israel. Most of the movement membeedeft-wingers. Some of them used to be labor
settlement residents.

The group promotes values of Israeli authenticitgl aanctifies democracy values, whereas the
audience encounters non democratic counter praduct the gatherings. Inveigh performed
through sing along by ritual of the negative: thevement members refrain from other ways of
political effect such as speaking and negotiatifigis ritual is the appearance of the group’s
metamorphosis from an elite to a social enclave.

The Peace Watch gatherings may be analyzed as méapseading texts and contexts outside
Rabin Square. The rhetoric of the movement, conho$&key symbols dating back to the first
years of the Israeli nation's independence, apdearaew social contexts. Camaraderie, peace,
the dove of peace, remembrance and amnesia wesenpria the Israeli discourse. Following
Rabin's assassination their content and impact reéoemed to symbolize social enclaves such as
The Peace and Democracy Watch. Identification ©f wery rhetoric may illuminate court-like
practices among other groups which do not enatileaty democratic discourse in the public arena.

"SHAS and the ‘New Mizrachim'--Back-to-Back in PlebAxles: Criticism and an Alternative to
European Zionism"

Sami Shalom Chetrit Department of Political Science, Hebrew Universit Jerusalem e-mail:
msssc@mscc.huji.ac.il

Session 6C MASCULINITY AND IDEOLOGY |
Organizer and ChaiBanny Kaplan

"The Zionist Ideal of Manliness and Israeli Redlity
Uta Klein, Institut fir Soziologie, Universitat Minster
e-mail: uklein@uni-muenster.de

"Trekking Narratives and the Employment of Masdtyimnd Nationality"
Chaim Noy, Department of Psychology, Hebrew University aui3alem
e-mail: mslov@mscc.huji.ac.il

In the last two decades a growing social traditbdra “rite-of-passage” has been practiced in
different sub-cultures of (Jewish) Israeli youtinthe form of a lengthy travel abroad, undertaken
shortly after the service in the army. During timeihal and moratorial journey, which takes place
in Third World destinations, the interconnectediessof personal, collective and national identity
are intensively negotiated.

The paper presents the analysis of twenty trekkinges narrated by young Israeli men. In these
strenuous physical endeavors, which have playeshtaat role in the ritualized cultural practices
of Israeli civil religion (T. Katriel), the interéion of ideology and masculinity is emploted and re



presented. The stories allow a view of the posstbléural narratives gender and masculinity,
available to the youth, as well as a view of subdigations on the canonic forms.

"The Mask of Reut and Necrophilia in Israeli Homosocial Discourse”
Danny Kaplan, Department of Behavioral Sciences, Ben-Gurionversity of the Negev
e-mail: kapland@bgumail.bgu.ac.il

| discuss sites in Israeli culture in which maleridship - as a national-emotional space - expose
asilencedchomosocial desire. Based on poemRefit(male friendship) and a preliminary narrative
analysis of interviews with Israeli men, | analyizaals and practices related to combat experience
and commemoration. Specifically, | explore metaghtirat construct death as the climax of
homosocial friendship. Within the hegemonic plot@fle bonding, death is the only situation that
legitimizes male intimacy and desire. | concludat tthe "living-dead" fallen men become the
objects of a collective male fantasy. The ritualizemmemoration for the dead friends, epitomized
by the unofficial hymrHa-reut,act as a masking mechanism, both concealing anosexgpthe
national-ideological demand for self-sacrifice.

5:00 - 5: 15 break

5:15-7:00

Session 7A  ISRAEL AS A JEWISH STATE
Organizer and Chai€haim Waxman

"Israel as the State of the Jewish People: A Raliand Cultural Anachronism?"
Yoram Hazony, President, Shalem Center, Jerusalem

"Exporting Revisionism: 'New History' and the PeRcecess"
Aharon Klieman, Department of Political Science, Tel Aviv Univiegysand University of
Michigan

“Israel as a Jewish National Democracy”
Chaim I. Waxman, Departments of Sociology and Jewish Studies, &atgniversity
e-mail: waxmanci@email.rci.rutgers.edu

"For Love of Country: Judaizing Space in Israelé3tahe"
Batia Roded and Oren Yiftache] Department of Geography, Ben Gurion Universityhef
Negev

How is homeland constituted while it is both, tipatsal-cultural platform of the Israeli political
system and the legal territory of the state regirgef? possible to identify its ethno-national
existence, collective exclusion and the hierarobiyvieen different groups of its inhabitants by the
establishment, settlement, representation and ehahthomeland'? This paper tries to examine
these questions through the prisms of spatial wtaleding, and the reflections of homeland and



its view in popular culture, especially throughalsii songs (shirie moledet), vis-a-vis the changing
geography of the Israeli/Palestinian space. Thepajl show the development and changes of
homeland images in the Israeli songs through tharsyand analyze its significance and

implications on shaping the Jewish-Israeli politimalture. The central questions of this paper are:
Who owns the Israeli homeland described in the s®@n\yhere exactly are the borders of this
homeland? Where are the boundaries of the natanligctive that belongs to the homeland, i.e.
the political space? What kind of ethno-geograpitjudes/excludes certain groups within ‘Israeli’

politics and culture?

In the last century the Israeli/Palestinian spaeatwhrough radical processes of Judaization and
de-arabization. These processes are seen cledrymeland conception (both mythical and
concrete) that comes from the Hebrew songs araitslation into understanding of the
geographical term ‘country’ as it exists and ivalin Jewish places only. The discourse that has
been created in this way, differentiated betweenempty’ Judaized country and the concrete
physical, mixed and disputed territory.

However, the performance of geography and countagies in the songs are not static. The
analysis shows slow fading in the popularity of Jlnélaizing idea. In the last decade we can see a
passage from domination of frontier, settlement fatigerland songs, to intensified

indifferentiation on the one hand, and a very mbdeginning of protest songs against this
problematic Judaization, on the other hand. Theesand practices that have been created by
the Jewish project are strong enough, but its abtytis fading away.

Session 7B STRATEGIES OF CONFLICT, ACCOMODATION, AND RESOLUTI ON
IN THE MIDDLE EAST |
Chair:Joel Migdal, Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies,
University of Washington
e-mail: migdal@u.washington.edu
“Beyond the Water War Thesis: The 1960s JordanRNashes and the 1980s Palestinian
Uprising Revisited”
Jeffrey Sosland University of Missouri
e-mail: msosland@pluto.mscc.huji.ac.il

How do states in an hostile international envirentirespond to water scarcity? Do political
leaders use force to increase their water suppldypopular assumption, which most serious
analysts question, is that the next regional wiib& over water rather than oil. Nevertheless,
the water issue is a pivotal matter in currentds@yria and Israeli-Palestinian peace talks. If
Middle East water disputes are not properly reshleeuld the politics of scarcity lead to violent
conflict? In the end, which analytical approacheést in understanding the complex politics of
Middle East water scarcity and which policies gyprapriate for resolving hydropolitical
conflicts? In regions, such as the Middle Eastt suffer from seasonal drought if not from
continual water crises, resource distribution disdrimination are highly sensitive questions.
Many affected riparians, as well as specific dameagoups, view water scarcity as a threat to



their existence and well worth a fight. Also, watearcity issues inevitably become co-mingled
with other factors and so may play a significaté tia raising tensions among feuding parties. In
some of the most enduring conflicts in the intéoral arena, scarce water resources have
become a central issue and a source of politicsida. The Arab-Israeli conflict, the Indian-
Pakistani dispute, and the Syrian-Turkish conficthame only a few, have all, at some point,
involved serious disagreements over sharing comnatar resources. Allocating scarce water
can be particularly problematic in arid or semdaegions. Additionally, when riparians are
engaged in an extended cold war, strained poliéindl military relations make cooperation more
difficult and outright conflict more probable. ThMiddle East is the most likely region to
experience a water war, yet one has not occutigdooking at this region, we are able to better
understand the issue of water scarcity and conflind better develop an approach to analyzing
it. This hybrid approach integrates factors froofitcal neorealism, economic- environmental
neomalthusianism, and sociological constuctivisrhis paper examines the impact of water
scarcity on both international and intra-nationgities. Historically, a war of water has not
occurred and violent conflict directly triggered Water scarcity rarely happens. Nonetheless,
water scarcity can have an important impact orptiigics of unstable or competitive regions or
groups within states. By better understanding tlmvmost politically intense cases -- those that
lead to violence -- evolved, we can better undadsteydropolitics and the causal chain from
scarcity to political conflict. This study argudsit developing states are more likely to trigger
acute conflict over water scarcity if under thddaling conditions the political environment is
unstable and competitive (realism). Elites palitécand manipulate the water issue so that it
becomes a highly ideological or a symbolic matesulting in an economically irrational value
for water (constructivism) ; and the state is ua@abr unwilling to adjust domestically to the
demands of water scarcity (neomalthusianism).

“Mapping Political Gradients for Withdrawal or Amxegion of Pieces of the Occupied
Territories: A Technique for Using Comparative REstate Prices”

lan S. Lustick, Department of Political Science, University ohRsylvania
e-mail:ilustick@sas.upenn.edu

& Dan Miodownik , Department of Political Science, University ohRsylvania
e-mail: danm@sas.upenn.edu

A crucial question, perhaps the crucial questisiaw deeply are particular portions of the
territories embedded in the psyche of Israeliswhat extent have different segments of these
areas become parts of internalized emotional agdittee maps of Israelis? To the extent that
this has not occurred, if specific areas are st#in as and treated as foreign, or if areas thia w
internalized become "externalized," then opportesitor territorial compromise still exist and
could even expand. What is needed is a metrimbgping the areas that have and have not, are
or are not, internalized. Such a map of the euglvelationship between Palestinian unrest and
Jewish Israeli attachment to particular parts eftdrritories would represent a tool that would be
more useful and more politically sensitive to tippartunities for and barriers to territorial
compromise than a simple depiction of blue bloba gea of red circles (as Peace now depicts
the relationship between Jewish settlements anld leGales in its map of the territories).

We propose to report on our effort to develop sachetric. We hope to turn it into a capability



for producing dynamic maps of the territories imte of the depth of political attachment and
identification that at any

particular time, in the past or the future, Isrmélave experienced or are experiencing. Our
intent is to base this mapping on the relative ahdnging size in the gap between real estate
prices for comparable properties in socio-econaftyjcomparable towns on either side of the
green line. Areas where the gap was large woellddmarcated as less closely integrated into
Israel than where the gap was small. A narrowimg\would indicate progress toward effective
integration. A widening gap would indicate a prsgef psychological and, potentially, political
separation. Our research is focused now on acgedata from the classified ad sections of
Israeli newspapers and on the identification of parable towns and settlements. We would
look forward to the opportunity to report on ouogress at the upcoming AIS meeting.

“Politics of Loyalties: Women's Vote in Local Elemts in an Arab Village”
Taghreed Yahia-Younis Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Tel AUniversity

The paper explores the question whether, andlibgg gendered order in Palestinian society
influences women'’s political behavior. More spezafly, the paper examines whether, and if so
how, politicalhamulaloyalty affects patterns of political voting by mad women during
elections for the local authorities in an Arabagjé in Israel.

The research is based on 25 in-depth interviewsvdien and 10 men) and 7 informants who
are known in the village as educated and experiepeeple. All of them were interviewed on
the issues of normative expectations for womenlgipal behavior, their actual behavior
patterns, and how women maneuver between traditexpectations of them to demonstrate
loyalty to thehamulg and the democratic principles that grant thereragnal vote.

The paper analyzes the ways in which women defraibe those normative expectations and cast
their votes independently.

“Resistance and Subversion of Dominant Power ThHrdagnder Mimicry in David Grossman’s
The Smile of the Larfib

Joshua Getz Department of Middle Eastern Studies, Emory Ursig
e-mail:jgetz@learnlink.emory.edu

In recent feminist theory, mimesis is most freqlyenhderstood in opposition to the category of
masquerade. “mimicry” (the deliberate and playfifprmance of role) is offered to counter and
correct “masquerade” (the unconscious assumpti@role). It highlights the critical difference
between a non-ironic imitation of a role and a pardyperbolization of a role. In this reading,
mimicry resists and subverts dominant systemsmesentation by intentionally ironizing them.

The Arab protagonist in the novel is depicted asrsitive character that is deeply loving, caring,
nurturing, and intimately bonded with Mother Eait¥ith unconditional love he a single-
handedly raises his foster child, Yazdi. Khilmi@nceptions, legends, and values are rooted in
the Arab world. Nonetheless, he lives in a cave aadrab village whose inhabitants deride and



demean him as they conceive of him as the locdl Kiulmi transcends reality as he oftentimes
wanders into a fanciful imaginative and legendaoyld:

The beauty of the Arab fields and the natural laage is seen through Khilmi's eyes but the
Zionist dream insinuates itself into that landscdfes Zionist dream dovetails the old dream of
Western civilization of the noble savage who livea pure and innocent world, a world of
legends and the imagination, the contrary of thiemal, and mechanical Western world. The
latter is represented in the novel by Katzmangcthld, calculated, and callous Ashkenazi who
becomes the military governor, the male represiemtat the subjugating Occupation in the
West Bank. We have here a colonial discourse aiagy that appropriates masculinity as the
exclusive prerogative of “white” male colonizersilelregulating “black” male sexuality to the
culturally abjected, pathologized space of femiyindegeneracy, and castration.

Grossman discredit colonialism’s authorized vergibotherness when he introduces Khilmi’s
Jewish counterpart in the figure of Uri, the Sepi@aprotagonist whose father considers him “a
perfect idiot.” Endowed with rich imagination, Usideeply concerned with the notions of love
and peace. As the novel progresses, he becomésiskshof both and deeply estranged from his
own environment.

The novel culminates at a moment of crisis in b#hpersonal political spheres. Uri, who has
come to help Katzman in his work as military gowerfinds he is unable to fulfill Katzman’s
dream regarding “an enlightened occupation rulej’réturns to his wife, Shosh, in order to heal
their marriage. The personal crisis occurs whearsBltonfesses to Uri her sexual liaison with
their friend, Katzman. Parallel to this scenarie golitical situation comes to a head when the
Occupation’s practice of collective punishmenttia Arab village leads to retaliation against the
Israeli army. It is then that Yazdi, Khilmi's sas,killed. Faced with betrayal by wife and friend,
Uri releases his bitterness in a political strugghere he aligns himself with Khilmi. As
Katzman, the military governor, progressively lobespower, Khilmi, the Arab protagonist,
increasingly augments power and might. It is heeg Homi Bhabha alerts us to the ever-present
possibility of slippage — from mimicry into mockefyom performativity into parody.

Session 7C MASCULINITY AND IDEOLOGY I
OrganizerDanny Kaplan
Chair:Orna Sasson-Levy

"Jewish Religious Masculinity in Transition"
Yohai Hakak, School of Social Work, Hebrew University of Jexiesn
e-mail: msyohaih@mscc.huji.ac.il

“Excitement and Control: Normalizing the Militaryefvice in the Narratives of Israeli Combats
Soldiers”

Orna Sasson-Levy Department of Sociology, Hebrew University ofukaiem & Center for
Jewish Studies, Rutgers University

e-mail: orsasson@rci.rutgers.edu




“Sulha Conflict Resolution Among Israeli-Palestinian Men
Sharon D. Lang Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Univigrsf Redlands
e-mail:lang@jasper.uor.edu

Throughout the Galilee region of Israel, as in mpasts of the Middle East, a ritualized process
of conflict resolution is practiced by the indigerscArab population. The process is called sulha,
a term glossed as "reconciliation,” "cooperatiam,“forgiveness.” For centuries Palestinian men
have resolved interfamilial disputes, however &livr serious, and maintained peace by
employing this systematic yet highly personal psscef mediation. In this presentation/paper |
offer an analysis and interpretation of sulha basegdarticipant-observation and interviews
carried out in northern Israel from September 1@9&pril 1996. Specifically, | highlight the
lengthy reconciliation process, mediated by nowbleat takes place after a murder of a man. |
present my analysis

of sulha with the intention of complicating and testing negative representations of Israeli-
Palestinian and Arab village politics prevalensatial scientific and popular discourse. Rather
than emphasize the centrality of violence and ectrtfh the construction and maintenance of
political order, | focus on the underlying ideafscooperation, negotiation, and compromise ‘the
indigenous representation of sociopolitical intéicaaso evident in the sulha process. As in any
sociopolitical system, conflict, competition, angea violence do play a part in Israeli-Palestinian
politics, and indeed, sulha does not always succt®dpoint, however, is to explain this largely
overlooked but highly significant process of coetfliesolution and show how it is predicated on
a logic of male honor or sharaf and the princigléoogiveness.

7:00 - 8:00 dinner

8:00- 10:00 Plenary sessic

Movie: “HOW | LEARNED TO OVERCOME MY FEAR AND LOVEARIK SHARON”
Organizer: llan Pele

Discussants: Orly Lubin, llan Pel

THURSDAY - MAY 17

8:30 - 9:45

Session 8A ISRAELI FOREIGN POLICY AFTER THE AI-AKSA INTIFADA
Organizer, Chair and DiscussaRbbert O. Freedman
Baltimore Hebrew University
e-mail:rofreedman@home.com

“Israeli Policy Toward Egypt and Syria”
Eyal Zisser, Moshe Dayan Center for ME and North Africa StadiBel Aviv University
e-mail: zisser@ccsg.tau.acil

“Israeli Policy Toward the European Union”



Angelika Timm, Department of Political Science, Free Universiterlin
e-mail:angelika.timm@arcormail.de

“Israeli Policy Toward Russia”
Andrei Fedorchenko, Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian Academgoiences
e-mail: depisr@orientalia.ac.ru

The Soviet Union was among the countries that wezdirst to recognize the State of Israel in
1948, but in the next four decades the growth dfipal contradictions between the two
countries did not let to at least lay political aambnomic foundations of bilateral relations. The
restoration of full diplomatic relations betweensRia and Israel will mark its 10th anniversary
this year. Although many barriers and prohibitiohshe past have been eliminated in the last
decade, the bilateral relations have experienceerakhighs and lows. Nevertheless, it seems
that all these fluctuations of Israel’s relationghwiirst the Soviet Union and then Russia, to some
extent are like the turns and twists in the refegiop between those close relatives who often
guarrel with each other but are still connectedritiple similar traits and goals. In fact, Russia
and Israel share many common features and intef@sgs the immigrants to Palestine from the
Eastern Europe, including Russia, have createdigadliinstitutional, social and economic basis
for the future State of Israel. Now Israel hasl#rgest Russian speaking Diaspora outside the
former Soviet Union. Second, with all differencesaigeographical position, political and
socioeconomic organization of Russia and Isradi botintries show an original synthesis of the
Western and Eastern models of public developméntd;Ttwo countries are interested in
improving its security position in the Middle Eastd beyond its borders with a help of each
other. Forth, Israel and Russia have rather stcongmon economic interests. The paper will
analyze the current stage and prospects of thad&uissaeli relations taking into consideration
the recent shifts in the Russian foreign policg(&ussia's intention to return to Asia's poliass
a major player, to maintain an area of cooperatith the United States in the Middle East
region etc.), as well as Israel's attempts not tmixtricate itself from the Middle East conflict
deadlock, but to play a new role in the internatiaelations as a whole. | am going to pay
special attention to the triangle of relationshippag Washington, Moscow and Jerusalem. The
paper will be in part based on interviews in thes$an and Israeli Foreign Ministries, as well as
discussions with policy makers, academics and legsmen from Russia, Israel and the USA.

Session 8B STUDYING THE INVENTION OF COLLECTIVE IDENTITIES |
Organizer, Chair and DiscussabDbv Shinar

“The Personalization of Collective ldentity: Ameaiized Media and Intifada 2000"
Tamar Liebes, Department of Communication, Hebrew Universityefusalem
mstamarl@mscc.huji.ac.il

“Mid-Life Crisis, Kibbutz Style”
William Miles , Department of Political Science, Northeasternvdrsity
e-mail:b.miles@nunet.neu.edu




As a category for defining collective identity withadvanced postindustrial society, age has
come into its own relatively late within social &sas. Where it has been a factor of analysis,

the extremes (e.g., youth culture on the one hsemor citizens on the other) have generally
garnered the bulk of attention. In contrast, medaljed populations have been least examined as
a discreet category worthy of collective identibyrhation.

In Israel, the founding of new kibbutzim in theddt970s and early 1980s presents a unique
opportunity to examine the ramifications of an agewed society, one in which the “elders” are
only middle-aged. Two of these, Yahel and Lotamstitute the focus of this paper. Founded as
flagship kibbutzim of the Reform Jewish movement®Y6 and 1983, respectively, the effective
and affective homogeneity of these two communitedefined at least by age as it is by
denominational preference. Indeed, although tleesiwared identical ideological and religious
goals from the outset, the succeeding differeneésden the two kibbutzim may be attributed
largely to the few years separating their respeciye cohorts.

A particularly interesting phenomenon is the omsétahel of mid-life crisis, a period in which
middle-aged individuals take existential stockidit current condition and intensively assess
their present with respect to past goals and pieldature. In “ordinary” society, this crisis is
mitigated by the sandwiching of mid-lifers betwexther age groups. In the community under
review, however, the phenomenon takes on a gre@geificance, for two principal reasons. For
one, on kibbutz — where major problems are colledid begin with — the mid-life crisis
necessarily takes on collective, as opposed tolynierdividual, import. Secondly, the age-
skewed demography ensure that virtually the entidre of “elders” undergo the same
psychological process at the identical time. T@sessarily affects the tone of the entire
community. It is hypothesized that Lotan, only @& fgears behind Yahel in collective age, will
undergo significant transformation in ideology atbhinistration as it, too, approaches the mid-
life years.

The paper concludes with a call for renewed atentid the kibbutz — usually dismissed as a
marginal or anachronistic structure within contenapy Israeli society — for the light it can shed
on understudied dimensions of collective identtyd particularly on the solutions that
intentional communities can bring to age-basecesris

“Coming to Jerusalem: Arab Students Negotiate itient
Brian Schiff, Department of Psychology, Wellesley College
bschiff@wellesley.edu

“The Role of Language in the Formation and Tramsfdron of Collective Identity: Quebec and
Israel”

Dov Shinar, Department of Communication Studies, Ben Gurioiversity of the Negev
e-mail: shinard@bgumail.bgu.ac.il

Session 8C STRATEGIES OF CONFLICT, ACCOMODATION, AND RESOLUTI ON
IN THE MIDDLE EAST Il



Chair:Joel Migdal, Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies,
University of Washington

“Israel's 'Ethnic Project’ in the City of Shafa-dmr

Ibtisam Ibrahim , Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Tel Auniversity
e-mail:iibrahim42@hotmail.com

Since 1948 Israel has fostered divisive policiasilitated by laws and governmental practices,
towards the three religious groups (Muslims, Claiet, and Druze) of the Arab minority and
treated the three groups differently. The most fable treatment has been accorded to the
Druze, with Christians ranked second, and Muslinesl¢ast favored. The outcomes and the
effects of this policies is to provoke Arab disynithe paper examines differential treatment,
which | call Israel’s “ethnic project”, towards tAgab minority by studying the community of
Shafa-amr - a religiously mixed city - in Westerali®@e. Evidence shows that state’s intent is to
preserve separate ethnic and religious identitieBscourage an Arab collective national identity.
This has been done by promoting types of fragmiemasuch as preferential treatment and
residential and school segregation mainly betwherDiruze and the other religious groups. In
the city of Shafa-amr, the government practicegarealed in the community-specific housing
and education projects for the Druze people al®he.study also reveals how the three religious
groups were receptive to this differential treatmérereby helping to sustain separate ethnic and
religious identities. The paper concludes that dliffarential treatment by the state across
religious lines increased sectarianism among theetArab religious groups within the same city.

“Suez-Sinai, 1956: The International, Strategic &gp
Michael J. Cohen Department of General History, Bar-llan Univeysit
e-mail: mcohen@mail.biu.ac.il

The 'Sinai Campaign' of 1956 was seen at the tyrisraelis as a major military triumph over
Egypt, and confirmation that the State of Israel Aaived as a Middle East 'player'.

In fact, the Sinai war was part of a wider MiddlasEern crisis.

None of Israel's wars involved such direct militarg from two of the major powers of the time,
France and the UK. The powers’ military involvemesais largely hidden from the public eye at
the time. Of course, not only Israel, but France e UK also, all had their own Middle East
interests to serve. The Seéevres conspiracy thaegeztthe Sinai campaign, was in many senses
an 'unholy alliance'. None of the three conspisat@rbored much goodwill for, or trust of their
‘allies’.

In aligning herself with France and Israel, the ldKact crossed several 'red lines' of the Middle
East strategy she had worked on for years withUtBea strategy aimed at mobilising the Arab
world into a military alliance with the West. In doing, the UK provoked the most serious crisis
ever in the Atlantic Alliance, and in the process, her signature to the final demise of the
British Empire in the Middle East.



“Missing the Target: The Unintended Consequencddeiftoral Reform “

Emanuele Ottolenghi

The Middle East Centre, St. Antony’s College & T&ford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish
Studies, Yarnton

e-mail:emanuele.ottolenghi@sant.ox.ac.uk

The system of direct election of the Prime Ministexs introduced in Israel in the early nineties,
in order to provide a solution to the problems ofitical instability, party fragmentation, and
coalition crises. One would assume that ratiomalking politicians would choose a system that
would solve the problems at best, and not exacetbatn at worst. Based on the performance of
the system in Israel to date, that is exactly winappened. This could be explained as an
unintended consequence of constitutional reformtadt, there existed a body of literature within
the context of France and Italy that demonstratatiduch a system would foster instability.

This paper will explain the political and institoial context within which Israel’s constitutional
reform was adopted. It will explore how a specdontext of political crisis combined with rules
for the adoption of legislation opened an oppotiufor a private member’s bill that under other
circumstances had little hope of success to bedame

9:45-10:00 break

10:00 - 10:15
Plenary: Greeting by Ambassador David Ivri, Isr@etibassador to the U.S.

10:15-10:30 break

10:30 - 12:00

Plenary session:

Joan Natharn,THE ROLE OF FOOD IN THE CREATION OF THE STATE OF I SRAEL”
Joan Nathan is the authorTie Foods of Israel Today

12:00 - 1:15 lunch

1:15 - 3:00

Session 9A CIVIL SOCIETY AND THE TRANSVALUATION OF ISRAELI VA LUES
Organizer and Chafngelika Timm

“Political Value Change in the Russian-Speaking Niemmigrant Community in Israel: Factors
and Prospects”

Vladimir Khanin , Tel Aviv University

e-mail:khanin@post.tau.ac.il




"Mediterraneanism in Israel's Popular Culture: #gi@l Construct or Lived Reality?"
Alexandra Nocke Potsdam University

email: Anocke@aol.com

“The Engagement of Israeli NGO'’s in a ‘Culture War’

Angelika Timm, Department of Political Science, Free Universityerlin
e-mail:angelika.timm@arcormail.de

“Low-Intensity War and Human Rights OrganizatiossGuardians of the ‘Rule of Law™
Avishai Erhlich

Academic College Tel-Aviv Yaffo and Department afc®logy, Tel-Aviv University
e-mail:avishai_ehrlich@hotmail.com

Session 9B LAW, POLITICS, AND ETHNICITY
Organizers and Chair&ad Barzilai & llan Peleg

“The Rights of Migrant Workers in Israel”
Yossi Dahan Open University, Tel Aviv and the Adva Center
e-mail: yossida@oumail.openu.ac.il

“The Status of the Israeli Constitution at the Breslime”
Martin Edelman, Department of Political Science, State UniversitiNew York, at Albany
E-mail: me354@csc.albany.edu

“From Ethnic Hegemonism to Liberal MulticulturalisMhat Will it Take for Israel to
Transform?”

Professor llan Peleg Department of Government and Law, Lafayette @Qelle
e-mail: pelegi@lafayette.edu

“Shas in Law and Multiculturalism: A Critical Commiarian Perspective”
Gad Barzilai, Department of Political Science, Tel Aviv Univiéys
e-mail: gbarzil@post.tau.ac.il

Session 9C STUDYING THE INVENTION OF COLLECTIVE IDENTITIES 1l
OrganizerDov Shinar, Chair:Tamar Liebes

“Dis-membering and Re-membering the PalestinianeCtive Memory: The Case of the Arab
Israeli Press”

Mustafa Kabha, Department of History, Open University, Tel Aviv

e-mail: mustafa@oumail.openu.ac.il

& Dan Caspi Department of Communication Studies, Ben Gurioiversity of the Negev
e-mail: danca@oumail.openu.ac.il




“Secular Dances Around the Tribal Campfire: Theidy} Literary Supplements in the Israeli
Press”

Moti Neiger, Department of Communication, Hebrew Universityefusalem
einmot@netvision.net.il

& ltzhak Roeh, Department of Communication, Hebrew Universitylefusalem
msroeh@mscc.huji.ac.il

“A Home Away from Home? “Israel Shelanu” and théf erceptions of Israeli Migrants”
Oren Meyers, Anneberg School for Communication, UniversityRannsylvania
omeyers@asc.upenn.edu

“If Words Could Kill: The Reciprocal Relationshigtween Discourse and Activism”
Muli Peleg, Political Science Department, College of Tel AYaffo
pelegmt@inter.net.il

3:00 - 3:15 break

3:15- 5:00

Session 10A ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES TO MANDATE HISTRY llI
OrganizerYlana Miller , Department of History, Duke University,
e-mail:ymiller@duke.edu
Chair: Aviva Halamish

“Arab-Jewish Relations August 1929"
Tobe Shanok independent scholar
e-mail:tshanok@zahav.net.il

August 1929 was a watershed for change in comnrefalons in Palestine. The Yishuv was
developing at a rapid pace with institutions, irrduand commerce expanding while the Arab
millets were beginning to stagnate financially adnomically and commercially, as compared
to the Yishuv. The two millets were clearly begmgto show signs of unequal development. In
this backdrop, national sentiment in both Arab dedish communities were rising but with little
attempt made by the respective leaderships to bhenfriction.

In August 1929, the match was lit that propellethbmmmunities to ultimately view the other in
harsh and cruel terms. Hebron was (and stilhis)microcosm of relations that went awry. Why
did this occur and what was the full extent of a@m relations that took place? What part did
the Jewish Agency and British officials play prior during and immediately after the ensuing
events that had lasting effects? These are lwafiestions that must be seriously analyzed in a
re-assessment of Arab-Jewish relations and whydtelbecame the symbol for massacre, hate
and division.

This event appears as a bloody culmination of pgmanti-Jewish feelings in the Arab
communities. The reality is much more complex andnced. The historical narrative does not



discuss the Hebron Arabs who saved many Jews atthef their own lives nor the complicated
and uneven Arab-Jewish relations evident in diffepaces. The narratives have not discussed
the absence of Arab attacks against Jews in Tiband why such a bloody occurrence never
happened or why did the unthinkable occur in aglabere Jews and Arabs were known to have
such close and positive contacts throughout cexguri

The continuation of negative perceptions, feediffigiothe media and educational system'’s
syllabus and socialization techniques of stereotyphhas fostered an atmosphere little conducive
to mutual understanding or future contact. Ineottd begin the long, hard road it is time for a
re-appraisal of past history in order to find thasds and directions by which perceptions were
formed and thus understand the point at which thasst be changed and then form a strategy
for that change. The re-appraisal of past relatiemecessary in order to understand how and
why we are presently at a dangerous crossroadsain &nd Jewish relations.

“The Sports Column as an Agent of Identity: Pateati Nationalism in Mandatory Palestine”
Tamir Sorek, Meyerhoff Center for Jewish Studies, Universityvaryland
e-mail:ts194@umail.umd.edu

The paper outlines the history of the Arab Paléstisports in the mandatory state, emphasizing
the national meanings ascribed to it by the sgodss. The Palestinian national movement in
those days had gone through an accelerated protegstallization, and internal conflicts about
the nature of this new identity were common. Iis #tontext, the newspapkitastin, strove to
promote the idea of cross-religious particular Bi@éan identity and its sports section was
dedicated to spreading this ideology. Thus, itgonatist discourse drew a direct line between the
strengthening of the individual body and the stthaging the “national body” and described
sports as an integral part of the Arab heritageddition, it called the Palestinian leaders to
adopt the Egyptian and the Zionist attitudes tovegralts.

“Economics in the Service of History: The Case @fridatory Palestine”
Jacob Metzer, Department of Economics, Hebrew University oti3atem
e-mail: msmetzer@mscc.huji.ac.il

The main purpose of this paper is to demonstrate Va@uable economics can be in illuminating
key issues in the history of the Mandate periodo Twemes will be pursued. One will concentrate
on the usefulness of economics as a body of theooyjding analytical devices for comparatively
examining phenomena and patterns that are, atitepatt, economically interpretable. Prominent
examples in this respect include: the charactesistif segmentation in the labor and capital
markets, land tenure regimes in the Arab rural sgaural-urban Arab migration; and the
expression of Jewish economic nationalism as adfasalective action without government. The
second theme will draw on (development) econonsca source of empirical methodologies and
constructs, enabling quantitative documentation @asdessment of economic growth and
development in the Arab and Jewish communitiestidedeir emphasis will be put here on an
internationally comparative examination of the assmon between the level of economic
wellbeing within each community and such attribwsdertility, infant mortality, life expectancy,
literacy and schooling.



“And the Sales Go Marching On' How, Why and to Wk#ect was HMG Land Policy in
Palestine Thwarted by Arab Land Sales and JewshBses after the Promulgation of May 1939
Palestine British White Paper”

Kenneth W. Stein Emory University

e-mail: kstein@emory.edu

In a report issued in 1943 about how Arabs in Rialesontinued to sell lands to Jewish buyers,
the Criminal Investigation Division of the Palestiadministration reported the following "The
procedure adopted by the Jews obtain land isgbdistain details of an old judgement against
the Arab owner of a parcel of land which has n@&rbdischarged, or not put in the Execution
Office, or details of an old mortgage on the lafide owner is then approached and a private
agreement reached as to the price to be actuatly gad his consent

obtained to the proceedings to be followed.

The Jews then buy out the judgement creditor otgagee and obtain a power of attorney to
execute the judgement of foreclosure on the moeigége name of the judgement creditor or
mortgagee is not changed.

The land is then put up for auction and the Jevith tive collusion of the Court Clerk, arrange
the sale in such a way that the auction is nottdipone as the law demands. It should be noted
that under Ottoman Law certain steps must be tbkéore the final sale is made, but are taken
without objection, the provisions of the OttomareEution Law is evaded, and the ensuing sale
is to all intents and purposes, a private one. Tgef Execution Officer having found that there
are no objections from the owner, the judgementatsiobtain the registration of the land in the
name of the Jewish Company.” Without Arab landstdelJews who immigrated to Palestine, a
geographic nucleus for a Jewish state would no¢ maaterialized before 1940. HMG recognized
Jewish territorial and demographic growth in Pahestvhen it suggested the partition of
Palestine in the 1937 Peel Report. For a varietgasons, the idea of partition was shelved;
instead through the May 1939 White Paper, HMGaktito tighten severely the capability of
Jews to immigrate to Palestine and to buy land. HddGght to protect the Arab population from
further displacement because of Jewish immigradiwhland purchase.

While the pace of both dropped dramatically in18d0s, Aliyah Bet,' (illegal immigration) and
Arab land sales to Jews continued uninterruptdae réstrictions of the 1939 White Paper
notwithstanding, the growth of the Jewish natidm@he was slowed not stopped in the 1940s.
Concomitantly the Arab political community in Pdlas

disintegrated.

Using Palestine Land Department files, records fteenColonial Office, acknowledgment of
such undertakings in the Palestine Arab pressptiper enumerate how land was transferred,
how much was transferred, and how inept the Britighe in stopping land sales. It will reaffirm
the broader historical reality that the mutuallyékcial symbiosis which Jews and Arabs in
Palestine developed in land transactions over e qus fifty years was not deterred by British
policy; and that Jewish land purchases along W#hal immigration, though relatively small as
compared to previous decades, energized the Zienistprise; and, that some Arab peasants



were in fact vigorously antagonistic to the larehsfer regulations because they adversely
affected an option to

mortgage lands and obtain capital for improvemantsother daily needs.

Elsewhere, | have shown how and why these processdged in the 1920s and 1930s; this
paper continues the story no amount of Britishtjpali engineering was able to keep Arab seller
and Jewish buyer from finding a way to do businesth neither of them fully aware of the
magnitude or ultimate political consequences of thetions.

Session 10BEONTESTED VISIONS OF ISRAELI NATIONHOOQOD I
OrganizerMike Aronoff , Chair: Donna Divine

"Israeli Foreign Policy and the Politics of Natibumity"

Dov Waxman, International Relations & Middle East Studiehhd® Hopkins University, School
of Advanced International Studies (SAIS)

e-mail: dovwaxman@hotmail.com

“The Body of the Nation: Terrorism and the Embodutnef Nationalism in Contemporary
Israel”

Meira Weiss, Department of Sociology and Anthropology & Gen8erdies, Lafer Center,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

e-mail: msmeira@pluto.mscc.huji.ac.il

Israeli nationalism hinges on a military confliatra-routine, that has created a society deeply
concerned with territorial borders as well as bbdyndaries. This concern continues to play an
influential role in central cultural scripts suchmilitarism and nationalism, and underpins the
transformation from collectivism to individualisim this paper | show how national identity is
inscribed in the Israeli "chosen body," and hove'tlody of the nation™ arises following critical
events such as terrorist bombings. Building onsaudsive analysis of "BodyTalk" in the media
representation of terrorist attacks, the paperdeswon the non-discursive management of
concrete bodies following such attacks. | focupmactices that can be subsumed under body
identification and take place in the National Ingg of Forensic Medicine. The data is based on
interviews and observations conducted in the mgtitluring 1996-1998, and supplemented by
narrative analysis of media texts. Body identifimatand bodyTalk are presented as
complementary aspects of the discourse of collectiational identity in contemporary

Israel. It is argued that Israeli and Jewish ides#j although sometimes discursively (politically)
separated, are still closely tied in more fundamlemion-verbal practices of body identification.

"Temporal and Spatial Dimensions of Contested lsk&gionhood"
Myron (Mike) Aronoff , Department of Political Science, Rutgers Uniugrsi
e-mail: maronoff@rci.rutgers.edu

"Israel's National Identities: Moving Beyond HeganwmCompetition?"
Nadav Shelef Department of Political Science, University ofli@ania, Berkeley
e-mail: shelef@uclink4.berkeley.edu




The illumination of the competition among differemsions of Israeli collective identity has
tended to come at the price of focusing either o a@f the major cleavages in Israeli society that
affect collective identities (Israeli-Palestinigkshkenazi-Sephardi, Religious-Secular, etc.) or on
the competition for hegemony that characterizesrtezaction of collective identities. This paper
argues that a more nuanced understanding of Isralédctive identity (identities), and of
collective identities more generally, must simuétansly incorporate different dimensions of
collective identity and investigate modes of theieraction that may range beyond their
competition for hegemony. Using the literature ationalism and national identity (and its
frequent inability to adequately capture importdinmtensions of Israeli politics), the paper
suggests that one potential way of accomplishirggdbal task is by categorizing Israeli national
identity in terms of their ideological content adptie following dimensionsdefinitions of
membership, the appropriate territorial boundagesceptions of time and history, and of the
appropriate relation to the past, ideal way oftnetato other groups (Israeli and other), and the
appropriate institutional structure of the stateisTframework generates a number of hypotheses
about the sources of change and continuity in itfierdnt visions of Israeli collective identity.

An important one is derived from the multi-dimensbconcept of collective identity and the
possibility of cooperation along one dimension easrrompetition continues on another.
Specifically, this framework suggests that undetate conditions different visions of collective
identity may compete (sometimes violently), cooferattempt to convert, or even ignore each
other.

Session 10CCULTURAL AND ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF THE PEACE PROCESS
Chair:llan Peleg Lafayette College

"The International Self: Israel and the Palestigjdi®48-1993"
Mira Sucharov, Department of Government, Georgetown University
e-mail:sucharmm@georgetown.edu

What leads longstanding adversaries to pursue acomipe? Examining the case of Israel's
decision to seek peace with the PLO leading upeo1993 Oslo agreement, | argue that states
possess a self-image, or role-identity, that dbssrand constrains policy actions. When a state's
foreign policy behavior contradicts its role-idéptihowever, unconscious counternarratives are
brought to the fore, causing a "cognitive dissoeaticat forces the state to take radical action to
realign its actions with its self-image. Two ewemt the 1980's --the Lebanon War and the
Israel's response to the Intifada -- led Isra@Xperience itself as an "aggressor," rather than as
"defensive warrior" fighting only wars of no altative ("ayn breirah") and using "purity of
arms.” The extension of an olive branch to the$talians represented the taking of radical
action by the state in order to realign its pobangth its self-image.

Three years of field work in Israel, the most redeing 1999-2000 as a Rabin fellow at the
Truman Institute where | conducted extensive ingavg with the senior Oslo negotiators on the
Israeli side, as well as Israeli cultural and rant figures, provide the immediate background for
the research presented here, which emerges frodissgrtation at Georgetown University,
which | will defend in May.



“Writing to Please: Press Releases, Movement Fraamesthe Peace Process”
David Levin, School of Public Affairs, Department of Governmekmerican University
e-mail:dl6545a@erols.com

While many studies have investigated what socidl@olitical movement actions are covered by
the mass media from a media routine perspectivdfé§fétd 1997) and many studies have
investigated how newsmedia radicalize movement agess(Gitlin 1980) few studies have

looked into the signaling process by which moveméegitmedia know when the movement has
information it wishes to express. In particulagrthhas been little quantitative methodological
research on the critical link that press releasesige between movements and media. Do
movement frames become more prominently featuréldemews media when press releases are
of good quality? Using Israeli newspaper coverdgsraeli peace movements and press releases
by two Israeli Peace movements | test 4 pressselgaality hypotheses. Logit models
demonstrate that movement press releases whicedg@mrnew factual data; 2) are short, with a
single point; 3) are action-oriented (feature a ement activity); & 4) are presented 2-3 days
prior to movement action are more likely to covelgdsraeli newspapers. In addition, |
demonstrate that the movement frames associatbdivese press releases tend to be releases in
which the movementl) portrays its opponents ase&fang radicals and 2) sets itself in

opposition to the government. The implicationshafse findings are discussed in light of the
increasing social divisions in Israeli society.

"If It's Not on the Menu, It's Not in the Cards: Raal Culture and Peace-Process Policy”
Lise Korson, Department of History, Brooklyn College
e-mail: MayBaron@aol.com

President Clinton took interference in the intem#hirs of another country to unprecedented
heights when he sent his three favorite campaigisars to Israel to help Ehud Barak win his
election. They won the election, but not the pealdeis paper examines why the Clinton-Barak
peace-making venture failed, and it suggests hcavaad failure in the future. Our thesis is that a
peace agreement entails making a connection betimeepolitical cultures. If the connection is
to be made, and, especially, if it is to have cuaritig validity, the connection must constitute
very similar, if not identical, concepts. If onelmith sides do not exhibit these concepts in their
political language, there can be no connectionrendeace agreement. The situation is
complicated if one side exhibits contradictory ogpts in word or deed. The situation is further
complicated if a mediator involved has, still, adipolitical culture and an accompanying third
political language. We further assert that commamcepts cannot be imposed, but must arise
from the parties to the conflict themselves, inepr create meaningful peace agreements. We
apply the above to the past two-year period irelsifdalestinian affairs, and we suggest tactics
for promoting common political language in the fetu We show how to read cultural codes and
how to predict if agreement between two politiaalteres is possible and on what terms.

“The Tension Between Integration and Fragmentatidhe Middle East."
Daniel Weiss George Washington University
E-mail: DNWmotion@aol.com






